
Tuesday 09/20/2022
Week 1

Visual Arts
Dragonfly Origami
Arts Standards & Common Core Connections

VA:Cn10.1.4a Create works of art that reflect community cultural traditions.
VA:Cn11 Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding

After the lesson students will be able to...
• transform a plain piece of paper into a dragonfly through the method origami (paper folding).
• Recognize origami as an ancient art form originating from Japan
I CAN:

I CAN turn a piece of paper into a figure/animal

I CAN follow step-by-step instructions to create a piece of art

I CAN explain symbolism in the Japanese Culture and Origami
Vocabulary
Origami: Japanese art of folding paper into decorative shapes and figures

Kirigami: the Japanese art or technique of cutting and folding paper into objects or designs

Essential Question
What does origami symbolize in the Japanese culture?

How can we show symbolism in origami?
Lesson / Instruction / Narrative
Introduction:
Teacher: "Hello amazing artists"
Students: "Hello amazing art teacher"

Begin by having two students hand out sketchbooks and nametags if they do not have them already. Open the google
slides presentation that begins with the sketch prompt of the day: “draw a Japanese Cherry Blossom tree." While the
students are sketching, hand out a piece of origami paper and remind them of the hand symbol on the Arts Connect logo.
"The Arts Connect Program logo has a heart, hands, and mind which all represent how an artist works. Todays art project
will be focused around the meaning of the hands, and how artists create multiple forms of art with their hands. We will be
using our hands to fold a piece of paper to transform it into a figure."
After 5-7 minutes, tell the students to finish their sketches and to set their sketchbooks to the side. Tell the students that
they have one piece of origami paper in front of them, and that by folding the paper in different ways can turn it into a
different shape.

Introduce Vocab:
-Origami
-Kirigami

Open the google slide to examples of origami and different figures that can be made.
"Today we will be making origami dragonflies. There are many steps to create the dragonflies, so you must follow along
closely. While origami is technically the art of folding paper without cutting it, we will be incorporating kirigami by making
small cuts to make the wings."
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Open the video of the steps to make an origami dragonfly. As students are following along the steps, pause the video
and rewind as needed. As the video is playing, the teacher will be folding a piece of origami paper along with the
students to give them a closer look as to how to fold the different parts.

Once the students are finished folding their dragonflies, they will be able to use a marker to create designs on the wings.
As the students are drawing, explain how symbolism is a large part of the Japanese culture, as well as different animals
and bugs. In Japan, dragonflies are an important cultural symbol of happiness, strength, courage and success.
"Dragonfly" in Japanese is "Tombo," and was believed to be the spirit of the rice plant and a harbinger of rich harvest.

Student Self Assessment/ Reflection:
"Today I taught you about the symbolism of dragonflies in the Japanese culture. What are some other things you can
think of that could symbolize something? What would that symbolize?"

"Who is confident in their paper folding skills and thought it was easy to fold the paper to create dragonflies? Who thinks
they may need a little more practice because it was trickier than you thought it would be?"

Closing:
Teacher: "See you later, alligator"
Students" After a while, crocodile"
Formative Assessments

Rubrics
A coherent set of criteria with descriptors indicating levels of performance quality and expectations for product.
Direct Observation
Purposeful observation of an art performance task which can be documented by note taking, digital media, or checklists.
Kinesthetic Signals
Movement to signal understanding. Hand signals such a Thumbs-Up, Thumbs-Down; Point and Identify

Instructional Strategies
HOM.CK.11 Creating, imagining, and innovating
s Check for Understanding
s Modeling

Materials / Resources / Technology
• Origami paper
• Scissors
• Markers
• Flash drive with Google Slides Presentation
• (Surface Pro as backup for flash drive with HDMI cord)
• Expectations Poster

Differentiation / Modifications
Bring handouts that have lesson translated into Spanish for ELL students and other students who it would benefit from it
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